The use of colour Doppler to define venous abnormalities in the swollen arm following therapy for breast carcinoma.
Colour Doppler vascular mapping is a suitable alternative in patients for whom venography is a relative contraindication. The post mastectomy/radiotherapy swollen arm is one such situation where invasive tests could further compromise a disabling iatrogenic condition. Four patients are described in whom significant venous abnormalities were demonstrated using colour Doppler ultrasound. In three cases the information helped in patient management. The technique is safe with no risk of further compromising vascular drainage.